Donner Summit Public Utility District

Parks & Recreation Facilities Brainstorming Session Meeting Notes
Attendees

The meeting was held April 29, 2009 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at the DSPUD in Soda Springs, CA.  The following people attended.

	Name
	Telephone
	Email Address

	Heidi Kolbe, Facilitator
	530-426-3424 or 916-481-4488
	Heidi@kolbecompany.com

	Tom Skjelstad, DSPUD
	530-426-3456
	tskjelstad@dspud.com

	Mickey Gray
	530-426-3761
	msg@att.net

	Ron Kolbe
	530-426-3424
	rkolbe@kolbecompany.com

	Nancy Latimer
	530-426-3761
	Msg3@att.net

	Tamara Lieberman
	530-426-3269
	tamlieberman@earthlink.net

	Nadine Evans & Sam Marshall
	530-426-3871
	nevans@royalgorge.com

	Rebecca Meyerholz
	530-426-0991
	rmeyerholz@sugarbowl.com

	Carrie Hoyt
	530-426-9500
	carrie@cwo.com

	Sara Schrichte
	530-426-9255
	saraschrichte@hotmai.com

	Sara Tailon
	530-426-3825
	sjtaillon@yahoo.com

	Bob Sherwood
	
	rwsherwood@yahoo.com

	Steve Randall, Manager
	Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District
	steve@tdrpd.com



Steve Randall, Manager Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District

The majority of the meeting was in discussion with Steve Randall, Manager Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District about how the district may be able to help with Parks and Recreation facilities on the summit.

The District

The Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District goes to Kingvale, the Nevada state and Sierra County lines and to Northstar.  The areas in Nevada County on Donner Summit were already in the District.  In 1989 Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District attempted to annex Serene Lakes into the district but they chose not to be a part of this annexation at that time.   However, Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District has annexed other parts of Placer County to the district and serves Placer County residents in those areas.  These Placer residents do not pay fees to the district unless they have chosen to do so through a ballot measure.

Area 16 Possible Annexation – Serene Lakes and Sugar Bowl

Serene Lakes could be annexed if they choose to be through the LAFCo process and would not pay taxes unless they voted for a tax increase.  If Serene Lakes annexes, it gives the ability the Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District access to county funds now and potentially other funds generated in the future.  Steve recommended annexation of all of Area 16, which includes Serene Lakes and Sugar Bowl.
The advantages of annexing Area 16 to the Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District would be:

· Get the funds for a project before it reverts to developers.

· There would be no tax to Serene Lakes or Sugar Bowl residents.  Any property tax increases would need to be voted on as a special assessment.

· The District would ask Placer County for a portion of the property tax (and likely be turned down).

The group thought that there was more of a future with Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District (rather than establishing another park district through the PUD) and the group was interested in pursuing this further.  For this to work for Serene Lakes and Sugar Bowl residents there would need to be a marketing campaign to educate the community on the advantages of annexation.

Policies Regarding Funding Crossing County Lines

Policies regarding cross county funding of projects vary.  Placer County has a policy that funding should not cross county boundaries.  Placer has never funded capital projects not in the county even though Placer County residents benefit.  An exception to this policy appears unlikely.  Placer has also not shared property tax revenue with the Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District.  For example, even though the District serves residents in Martis, no money comes from Placer to support the district.  
This policy is not the same for Nevada County.  The Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District is willing to build capital project in either Nevada or Placer.  Steve shared the following reasons why the district is willing to build projects in either county and annex area 16 as:
· Potential property tax contribution from Placer County in the future.

· If the population base served is increased, there is more chance to obtain state grants.

· If the residents are within the District then the District has a responsibility to serve the population.

· Right now with the existing Placer policy, the Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District could apply for funds from the mitigation fund but the project would have to be built in Placer County.
· Placer funds are only for capital improvements and not for planning or maintenance.  But it is important to pursue Placer funding for construction.
Possibilities for Projects on Donner Summit

There might be funds available from Truckee Donner Parks & Recreation District to build a small project on the Summit.  Right now the district is interested in regional focus projects so neighborhood park projects are not as attractive.
Some possibilities to build here might be:

· Something that is low maintenance

· Picnics, BBQ, playground equipment and restrooms might be feasible.
· Consider a small pocket park – like Billy Rose Park as a starting point.

· Playground equipment for a pocket park runs between $12-15,000.  For a regional park, it is more like $35,000

· Look to volunteers and staff to build the facility to save on costs.

· There may be a possibility at the school for a play area.  Need to collaborate with the TTUSD school district and survey the site to see what part is in Placer County

What are the steps involved in creating a park?

· Do an assessment of what we have and what possibilities might exist.

· Identify land that is feasible – perhaps donated or sold inexpensively.

· Determine through citizen focus groups what is really wanted.

· Develop the project proposal.

· Bring the project proposal to the Park and Recreation Board of Directors.

Next Steps :

· DSAA members will talk to SLPOA and Sugar Bowl about annexation (Sara T)

· Give a heads up to Jennifer (Nancy L)

· We will meet every second Monday starting June 8, 2009 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm
· Check all available properties - Land Possibilities (donation or sale) will be looked at by the entire group.  Assignments are:
· Summit Station – owned by Royal Gorge (RM)
· Sugar Bowl - there is land but it is not that assessable (RM)

· Water District (TL)
· Lot coming into Serene Lakes at Pahatsi & Soda Springs Road (HK)

· Forest Service land by Ralph Suters (TL through  JoAnn)

· Donner Trails School (SS)

· Ed Gates and Carrie/Simone’s property on Donner Summit Road (CH)

· Van Norden Parking Lot – owned by Powder Corp.

