Donner Summit Public Utility District

Parks & Recreation Facilities Brainstorming Session Meeting Notes
The meeting was held March 24, 2009 from  6:00 – 8:00 pm at the DSPUD in Soda Springs, CA.  The following people attended.

Attendees

	Name
	Telephone
	Email Address

	Heidi Kolbe, Facilitator
	530-426-3424 or 916-481-4488
	Heidi@kolbecompany.com

	Tom Skjelstad, DSPUD
	530-426-3456
	tskjelstad@dspud.com

	Mickey Gray
	530-426-3761
	msg@att.net

	Ron Kolbe
	530-426-3424
	rkolbe@kolbecompany.com

	Barbara Chapman
	510-527-0827
	bchapman@classroomtools.com

	Nancy Latimer
	530-426-3761
	Msg3@att.net

	Chris Parker
	530-426-6705
	cparker@sugarbowl.com

	Tamara Lieberman
	530-426-3269
	tamlieberman@earthlink.net

	Ambrose Tuscano
	530-448-6974
	amtuscano@yahoo.com

	Jim Tuxon
	775-690-4561
	jim@tandtelectric.com


Background on DSPUD pursuit of Parks and Recreation District Authority – Tom Skjelstad provided some background on the requests from the community that lead to the DSPUD filing an application with LAFCo for park district authority.  

Handouts that were distributed and discussed are in the appendix of these notes and include:

· Mission of the Group and Board of Directors Expectations

· Guiding Principles for the Projects- Heidi Kolbe with handout

Handouts distributed but not included in the appendix are:

· Park Dedication Fee Program Overview from Placer County

· Map of area 16 and maps of district boundaries

Questions That the Group Has - More Information Is Needed
Check our assumptions on funding – Funds from Placer County go to Placer projects and funds from Nevada County go to Nevada County.  What are the possibilities for blending funds for one facility?

If we participate in this Advisory Committee – what is our liability?  Our assumption is that we are advisory to the DSPUD Board of Directors and liability for projects come under the District’s Insurance.

Clarification on where the funds originate.  These funds are for mitigation for new development and mainly came from the development at Sugar Bowl.  Building permits don’t provide parks funding.

Do Placer County residents pay Parks and Recreation fees on property taxes?  Does Nevada County collect Parks and Recreation fees as well?

What might this group do to connect up as a public / private partnership?  Donner Summit Area Association (DSAA) has committees that are looking into many aspects of this.

Where are the Truckee / Donner Park and Recreation boundary lines?  A map was distributed as the meeting that shows the DSPUD lines and the Truckee / Donner Park and Recreation District lines.

Is there a possibility that the Truckee / Donner Park and Recreation District could work together with us on a project?  From preliminary discussions with the manager, it does seem possible.

Need to find out the property tax collected on the Nevada side.

We should check out special funding for projects like this?

Could Serene Lakes petition to be part of Truckee / Donner Park and Recreation District?

What is LAFCo?  The Local Agency Formation Commission reviews and approves all applications for special district authority.  Currently the DSPUD has an application to request park district authority.

Can funding be used for land acquisition? 

What is going on with the Castle Peak proposed wilderness expansion?

Parks and Recreations Ideas Brainstorm

· Ski Museum with park and picnic area – also with a community room

· Historical expansion of Donner State Park – Veterans Administration has funding for Memorials

· PG & E settlements – possible resource for land

· Playground for children – need climbing equipment

· Ice skating rink

· Master plan with phased development

· Big recreations building with swimming pool, etc.

· Existing location with access to Donner Pass Road

· Public trail system for Nordic skiing – perhaps groom a portion of the Emigrant Trail

· Look at foreclosures for possible property

Next Steps and Assignments

Find land – all members to look
Get more people involved – all

Contact Steve Randall from Truckee / Donner Park and Recreation District – Tom

Send a press release and put a notice in the paper talking about the project and the need for more volunteers – Tom and Heidi

Post to the DSAA,  PlaVada, and SLOPA web sites – Tom and Heidi 

Get the parent’s involved – Heidi

Check out the tax rate areas – Chris

Talk to the supervisor – Nancy

DSAA relationship to this group – Ron, Tam and Nancy

Contact LAFCo to find out about district formation – Tom

Next Meeting – April 29, 2009 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Request for pizza and an agenda in advance

DSPUD Parks and Recreation Advisory Group
Mission of the Advisory Group
Mission of the Advisory Group: 

To thoroughly review and assess all options and possibilities for parks and recreation projects on Donner Summit and to develop realistic plans to implement projects.

Board Expectations of the Advisory Group:

· To provide consensus recommendations to the Board for both short and long term projects.  These recommendations should include the recommended approach, an outline of issues and ways to address, an estimate of costs of construction, strategies and estimates for operation and maintenance.

· To provide opportunities for all residents to input into the process.

· To update the Board regularly on progress.

· To determine how they want to work together as an advisory group.  This would include the following:

· Meeting schedule

· Overall plan and timeline

· Rules of conduct

· Report back process

· Community engagement plan

· Criteria for determining recommendations

Guiding Principles for DSPUD Parks and Recreation Projects
Project Givens:

· Projects must be located in Placer County.

· Must be capital improvements only (no operations and maintenance included)

· Must meet Park Dedication Fee Program Guidelines of Placer County

Guiding Principles for Projects:

· Provide both short and long term benefit to residents, homeowners, and visitors to Donner Summit.

· Benefit to those paying the fees (nexus).

· Fiscally responsible and not over-extend the finances of the district.

· Enhance park and recreation opportunities on the Summit.

· Responsive to community needs.

· Realistic and practical to implement.  

· Realistic for park district to administer (does not put an undue burden on the staff at the PUD).

· Leverages existing funding with other funding.

· Considers a volunteer component.

· Enhances the economics of the region.

· Has community support.

· Appeals to various community interests.

· Fits the state guidelines for park and recreation facilities.

· A plan and funding for maintenance is in place.

· The design, environmental review, required permits, and approval can be accomplished with local funding and talent.

